WP-MARKS 

tacorporated in the attached sub^tute spee,floation and abaract 

'^.a.taehedhe^.a.nat.ed.upve.ioho.-.e — speei^^^ 

..»ae.U,.t..>n.thechan,es„,^eto.heoH^s^~^-^^^^ 
to item 2 on page 2 oftheOffie. Action, danns 1-3 «ere rejected 

U.S.C.r.02(e)a.bIin.anticipatedbyA^etaI.(U.S.6.6«.0.8.hete»aftet 
"Asakuia"). ,„m1v traversed tor the follo«ing reasons. Fuitheimote, 

...;r:::=rr:sre3ec.on.sh.pu^^^^ 

""'ert — pro.idesa.nn,.sources„rro^appa^~^ 

.^^Jactivatht^attanaiossurrounde^ectortocon^r^a^^^^^ 

sound source is a DVD, each type of audio signal generat^ by the so^ 

(2 Channel) analog surround audio signal, and outpu«ir,g the converted 2ch analog 

^""Cltlpresentinventionprovidesthat^henasoundsourceUaDVD^ 
topamcular.t p ,^^(5., channel) figital audio signal, a 

and an audio signal generated by the DVD is a 5. ( ^ 
ai^ta. sound effector is first used to convert ^ '^"^^'^ ,„„vert the converted 
surround a»lio signal. Then, an analog surround effe«or is u«d to 
2ch digital surround audio signal to a 2ch analog surround audio signal. 

Alternatively, the present invention provides that when the sound s„i»e is a 
Altemanveiy, f nvn is a 2ch digital audio signal, the analog 

audio signal. 
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S«l al^maUvely. to P^t tavenUon provides to. when to sound so,.ce ,s 

„„, a DVD. to analog sound effeo^r is used U> convert an audio signal generated by to 

sound source to a 2ch analog surround audio signal. 

Accordingly, to mulU-sou.ce surround audio appara«s of to p.sen. .nvenuon 
providestofollov«ngconv»sions(A>(C).oanaudio signal generaredbyasound 



source. 



(A) When to sound source is a DVD a.«l to audio signal generated by to DVD is a 

S.lch digital audio signal: 

S.lch digital audio signal 

I (conversion performed by digital sound effector) 

2ch digital surround audio signal 

I (conversion performed by analog sound effector) 

2ch analog surround audio signal 

(B) WhentosoundsourceisaDVDandtoaudiosignalgenera^dbytoDVDisa 

2ch digital audio signal: 

2ch digital audio signal 

I (conversion performed by analog sound effector) 

2ch analog surround audio signal 

(C) When the sound source is not a DVD 

Audio signal generated by the non-DVD sound source 

i (conversion performed by analog sound effector) 

2ch analog surround audio signal 

Therefore, to multi-source surround audio apparatus of to present invention 
evennrally uses to common analog surround effecor ,o ourpu. a 2ch andog sur^und 
Z> si^ regardless of whether to inputted audio signal is a 5.1ch digital aud.o stgnal 
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.y a DVD. a 2ch digiu. audio sign- .e„e,a.a by a DVD. o. any audio signai 
L=.»d by a sound source <^ is no. a DVD. Witi, Uus advan^geous and novel 
1« Jp.sen.i«ven.onp™videsarema,kableefrec,ind..su™undsound 

'C::lofany.ypeofaudiosigna.«Hc.issin.,a..od..o.a.cb^^^^^^ 
al signai ean be .eaUzed even if an expensive S.lch ioudspeaicer system ,s no. 

in *e case v,he. a sound sour. inCuding a DVD con.ains bo* a 
5 icbal signai andaich audio signal.*en.u.«-souroesu™undaudioappa.a.uso 

C-i— e„ab>esanappn>pria»su™u.»ieffec»«>be— ^^^^^ 

1 dtag on *e «,e of tt>e audio signai .o be rep— «bich «.ereby e,.b,es eacb 
rIlsigIobeeven«^,r^roducedasa2cHana.ogsurrounda„d,os.gnai 

mdouttuttedflirougli an existing spealter assembly. 

Therefore *e presen. invention provides ^ irrespective of ti.e type of aud o 

^°"^:r:s,and4reci.e«,eabove^escrtbedfean^of0>epres.n.inventionand 

achieve the advantageous effects thereof. 

,npar.icu,ar.claimsl and4r.i.ean>ulti-s„urcesurr„undaud..pparan. 

comprising a sound source de.ection uni. (means, for deleting a sound source of an 
a dio Signal based on .be ins«c.io„ ftom ti.e user, and a DVD a„^o s.^ 
rlctionuni.(means,for.if*ede.ec,edsoundsoureeisaDVD.^cmg*e 

DTO U, genera^ a DVD reproduced audio signal. Purser. *e apparau^ of ctams 
Z are reeled as comprising an audio signal reproduction uni. (means) for. rf*e 
::l::.mdsourceisno.aDVD.ex.rac.inganaudiosignali.mti«so— Of 

ti.einpu«edaudiosignalandgcneratingareproducedaudios.gnal^^^m^.a 
.produced signai de.ermina.ion uni. (means) for de.erm.n.ng wheti..*^^ 
^uced audio signal is a 5..-channel digi«l surround aud,o s.gnal or a 2-cb^e. 
digi^l audio Signal and generating a de.rmina.i„n signai indica..ng a resul. of *e 
determination. 
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f 

,„ aadWon. appa^uses of cWn. . »d 4 «ci«d a. comprising ^ 

■ , . ,hat the DVD reproduced audio signal is a 5.1- 

determinatio^unit(means)mdlcatesthattheD^^^^ 

channel digital surround audio signal, c onvertin g the D YDjgggffli " 

channel digixai ■ , c»rrr.,md effector for converfang 

— r:t.i«d. — af..e„.„, 
t^^eans)f!rif*=de«nnin.Uonsignalgeneta«dby*.reproduc^s,gnal 

• , * o .h^nnel surroundaudiosigi^. In addition, claims i anu 

irr> C) described above and *e advantageous effect ob*ed *e.ftom. 

— anandiosigna.p,ocessingappa,a«.«..P«fo„^s^^^^^ 
,.ocess:randcba.e,conve.ionofanandiosigna,»Mcbcanco.^ 

^ .1,. nvn is a 5 Ich digital audio signal, a digital 
DVD and an audio signal generated by DVD is a 5. Ich d g 
sonndeffectorisfirstusedto convert theS.lch digital audio signal toa2chd,^^ 

Z^„.daudiosigna..and,benananalog surround effector isusedto^ 
oonverted 2ch digital surround audio signal to a 2^,,^^S,^M>mmiM^>^ - 
recited in claims 1 and 4. 
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F„«h=r. Makura does no, discte or suggest to. a 2ch digial audio signal 
^e^ted by a DVD source or an audio signal ge.era«d by a «>„-DVD sou^ .s 

eonver^d^aaclLaataSMtaai^ . 
Accordingly.incon«as.«*einven«onsof claims 1 a.Ki4. Asakuradoesno. 

disclose or suggest«a^undsou„d,^duc«onof»m.»I«ML 

whed,er be a 5.1 digi^l audio signal, a 2ch digital a»Uo signal or an audro srgnal 

,enera,edbyano„-DVDso™ce,isacbievedsi™.ar»*a.ofa2chanalog^und 

audio signal even if an expemive 5.1 loudspeaker sysKm is ™.t amiable. 

lre,ore.iuvie«of.heforegoingreasons.toApplican.,espec^^^ 
«>a,c,ain,sland4are clearly no.a„.icipa«dbyAsakurasiuceAsakuraiM,s,od,sclose 

or suggest each and every limitation ofclaimslaBd 4. 

Furthenuore. iu view of the clear distiuctions discussed above, the Apphcant 
^^ysubmitstotapersonhavingordinary skill inthe artattoUmethe — 

Jn,ade would nothavebeen^otiv^tomodi^Asakurairrsuchamau^a^^ 

„sult in or otherwise render obvious, the present invention as recrted m clamts 1 and 4. 
Therefore, itis submitted *a.thecl.msla„d4.rec,ear.yal,owableover the 

prior art as applied by the Examiner. 

,nviewoftheforegoingan,e„dmen,sa„dremarics,itisrespectMlysubm,«ed 

«,he present application is clearly inconditionfor allowance. Attearlynottcethereof 
is respectfully solicited. 



-10- 



U after revi^™., Ame^imen., *e Examiner feels «>ere are any rssue. 
,^„Ucl,mn«bere»lvedbefo,.d.applie.tioncanbepassed»iss.e*e 

,p«tfUl.yre,«s«<i,ocon.ac.fteu„dersignedbyW=phon=»order,o 



Examiner is rei 
resolve such issues. 



Respectfully submitted 
SatoshiENDO 




Jonathan R. Bowser 
Registration No. 54,574 
Attorney for Applicant 



Washington, D.C. 20006-1021 
Telephone (202) 721-8200 
Facsimile (202) 721-8250 
October 5, 2006 



-11- 



